
MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of St. Helen Catholic School is to provide a quality Catholic education that incorporates 
faith, academics, service, and leadership.  Students are encouraged to be confident and productive 
learners who are "making good things happen".

St. Helen Catholic School
A N N U A L  R E P O R T

2018-2019



From the Principal - Lisa Bell
First and most importantly I want to extend my appreciation to each and everyone of you for all of your hard work and 
support during my first year.  I can’t tell you how thankful I am for all of your help during my transition to St. Helen 
School.

I am very excited to be at SHCS, and I love living in Vero Beach!  Accepting any position in leadership always comes 
with the understanding that there is a possibility that tough decisions need to be made.  

Our Catholic schools are a vital part of the teaching mission of the Church.  We must respond to challenging times 
with faith, vision and the will to succeed because the Catholic school’s mission is essential to the future of our youth, 
our nation and especially our Church.

First and foremost, I have a fiscal responsibility to be a good steward of our school resources and set realistic 
budgets. When reviewing the 2018-2019 school budget, which was completed prior to my arrival it was determined, 
based on projected enrollment, there would be a budget shortfall for the 2019-2020.  

A Feasibility Study was conducted by the School Advisory Council and took place in August 2018. The primary 
purpose of conducting this study was to review the sustainability of continuing a two-class model for the 2019-2020 
school year and thereafter.

The findings of the study concluded that there are not enough classrooms to accommodate what is needed under the 
existing program.  The findings further concluded that there was a running year to year budget shortfall primarily 
because enrollment and revenue did not cover the operational costs of the school.

Based on these findings the decision was made to systematically begin the process of rolling back our classes from 
the two-class model to one class per grade level. 

This is often the hardest part of my job as it requires a non-emotional approach to decisions based primarily on 
analytical data. St. Helen Catholic School continues to build on the strengths of an already impressive Catholic school. 
These decisions will ensure that St. Helen Catholic School can continue its mission of Making Good Things Happen 
for years to come.  Thank you for your continued support and prayers.

Father Kevin C. Nelson, Pastor
Lisa Bell, Principal

Accreditation
Florida Catholic Conference

Co-Educational 
K-8th Grade

Faculty & Staff
 28 full time, 4 part-time
 50% hold advanced degrees
 1 part-time School Counselor
 1 full-time School Resource Officer 

School Overview 
 281 Students
 94% Catholic
 Average class size 22
 45% Scholarship/Financial Aid 



$20,000 – $99,000
Matthew J. & Anne B. Smith Foundation 

Mr. & Mrs. John Stilley

$1,000 – $4,999
Mary Archambault

Deacon & Mrs. Donald Battista
The Branigan Family

Martin  J. Brophy Giving Program
Law Offices of Kelly Cambron

Mrs. Carolyn Dean
Cat Hospital of Vero Beach

The Grall Law Group
Guettler Brothers

St. Helen Catholic Church
Holy Cross Knights of Columbus

Mrs. Anne Lanier
Lanier Family Foundation
MaCata Stone Company

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Marques
Offutt, Barton, Schlitt CPA's

Linda Jane McBride Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Murray

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Perez
The Law Offices of Jennifer D. Peshke 

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Peshke
Plant Foods, Inc.
Schlitt Services

Drs Michael & Daniela Shapiro 
Southern Eagle Distributing, Inc.  
George E. Warren Corporation

Wells Fargo Foundation

$5,000 – $19,999
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Burns

William K. & Ann M. Eckerd Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. John Reitano-VCGM, LLC 

Rehmann 
Dr. Michaela Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stork

$500 – $999
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Avril

Mr. & Mrs. Will Bell
Creative Floors of Vero Beach, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Carl Dilella
Gould Cooksey Fennell

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen G. Fromang
W.C. Graves

Kids Tag Art Indian River County 
Lucas Roofing, Inc.

Mike's Garage Wrecker Service
Tim & Kathy Modesitt State Farm

Mr. Small Move
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Phillips

Publix Super Markets Charities
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Schlitt

Secular Franciscan Order Divine Mercy 
St. Junipero Serra Ministry

St. Sebastian Catholic Church
Vero Commercial Management

O V E R

St. Helen Catholic School

L I S T  O F  D O N O R S
2018-2019

Above $100,000
  Bernard A. Egan Foundation



St. Helen Catholic School

L I S T  O F  D O N O R S

Mazarella's Automotive Service, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. John Negherbon, Jr. 

Frances E. Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poysell 

Dr. Suzanne Rosenberg
Mr. Howard Sutliff

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Toole 
Mr. & Mrs. Jose F. Valdivia, Jr. 

Vero Beach Book Center

Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Avril 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Askin

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Bird
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Burgener

Mr. Keith Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Geary

Blue Dog
In Honor of Christina Branigan

Mr. & Mrs. David Griffis
St. Helen Council of Catholic Women 

St. Helen Women's Bible Study
The Holman Family

Kaleidoscope Consignments of Florida 
In Honor of Olivia Lewis

In Honor of Barbara Lankford
Mr. & Mrs. James Maggiacomo

Thank you
We would like to thank the many donors who have given so generously of their time, 
talent and treasure throughout the years. We appreciate your continued support of and 
encouragement in the community of St. Helen. May God’s goodness bless you and your 
families.

Shannon Bowman
Jackie Carlon
Kathlenia Carter
Catherine Damutz
Stephanie Dappen 

Patrick Grall
Dave Griffis
Jim Harpring
Laura McGarry
Dr. Michaela Scott

Very Reverend Kevin C. Nelson, 
V.F. Pastor

Lisa Bell,.
Principal

2018-2019 St. Helen Advisory Committee

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Ort
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Parham

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Young
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Yeager

East Coast Lumber & Supply
John Carroll Catholic High School

2018-2019
$250 – $499

Up to $249



Expenses

Total: $2,784,151

$1,937,330
$347,146
$237,392
$163,192
$152,903

$87,105
$45,229

. 8.8%

2018-2019
Revenue

Financial Report
It takes a community, and we are blessed to have so many 
passionate about this ministry of the Church. Our school is 
thriving because of the faculty and staff, the parents and 
guardians, the parishioners and members of the local 
community, and other friends of the school. Thank you for 
supporting Catholic education!

Total:  $2,970,297

REVENUE
Tuition & Other Income 
Harvest Festival 
Development Revenue * 
St. Helen Parish
Unrestricted Donations
Includes building fund, gala, golf 
tournament,  magazine drive and harvest 
festival

EXPENSES
Salary
Building & Plant 
Harvest Festival
Other/Misc**
Curriculum
Technology
Development
**General expenses such as supplies, 
marketing, printing, and subscriptions

• 2018-2019 SHCS average tuition cost: $5374
• 2018-2019 SHCS cost to educate a child: $8682
• 2017-2018 IRCSD cost to educate a child: $9,911*

*IRCSD Fiscal Data 2014-2015 NCES

65%
12%

8%
5%
5%
3%
2%

71%
12%

8%
5%
5%

$1,982,114
$321,048
$215,986
$138,551
$126,452



St. Helen Catholic School
www.sthelenschoolvero.org  /  (772) 567-5457

2025 20th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960

From the Pastor
St. Helen Catholic School, rooted in the 
faith tradition of the Catholic Church, 
continues to provide our students with a 
challenging academic curriculum within 
a rich spiritual community.

Very Reverend Kevin C. Nelson, V.F.
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